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On May 30, a commercial rocket for the first time *ferried astronauts into Earth orbit.

*SpaceX’s Crew Dragon *spacecraft took 7 ( ) at 3:22 p.m. *EDT from the Kennedy
Space Center. That’s in Cape Canaveral, Fla. It carried U.S. astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob
Behnken to the International Space Station (ISS).

@ (Call) Demo-2, the launch and flight is the ultimate test of the ability to use this new
system to take a crew into orbit. The *Falcon 9 rocket then returned to Earth and safely
landed on a *floating platform.

This was the first launch of astronauts from the United States since 2011, when NASA’s
space shuttle program ended. Since then, Russian Soyuz spacecraft have been the only way for
any astronauts to reach the space station.

The new launch held a special meaning for its two passengers. Both astronauts had @ (fly)
on two space shuttle missions. Hurley was on the final shuttle flight, in July 2011. “It is
absolutely our honor to be part of this huge effort to get the United States back into the
launch business,” said Hurley just before launch.

@ (Use) a private company marks a big *transition in human space travel for NASA. Until
now, the space agency had complete control over U.S. launches. Now it will become just
another customer for a private company. That shift should end the U.S. space agency’s
*reliance on Russia. It also would free NASA to focus A ( ) more complicated missions,
such as sending humans to the moon and *Mars.

In 2014, NASA partnered with the companies SpaceX and *Boeing to develop new flight
technologies. At that time, NASA was looking 7 ( ) new ways to get astronauts into orbit
and back.

NASA had hired private companies, including SpaceX, to launch satellites for years. The
space agency also used private companies to develop parts of spacecraft since the 1950s. But
human space *exploration had higher *stakes.

“It has *a much higher public profile, and much worse consequences, if *things go
wrong,” Jonathan McDowell, who works at Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics,
notes. “It has been a big attitude shift within NASA to *get this far. But I think it is the
right time to do it,” he says of using private companies for astronaut launches.

NASA gave SpaceX *funding and technical *oversight for its development of the Crew
Dragon. “What we’re doing is unlike anything we’ve done before,” NASA *administrator Jim
Bridenstine said in a May 27 NASA TV broadcast. “We are not purchasing, owning and
operating the *hardware,” he noted. “We’'re turning to commercial industry:--. We're really

*revolutionizing @ ( ) we do spaceflight.”



This was a good deal for ® the agency, according to the *Planetary Society. On May 19, it
published an analysis of the costs involved. NASA’s share of costs for developing Crew Dragon
over the last nine years comes to about $1.7 billion. That’s ® ( ) NASA spent on every other
*crewed spacecraft project in the agency’s history. For instance, if you *account for inflation
(the buying power of a dollar over time), NASA spent $2.7 billion developing the *Mercury
spacecraft. They were used for the first U.S. human spaceflight program, between 1959 and
1961. The development of the space shuttle program cost a *whopping $24.7 billion.

(Adapted from “A first: Commercial rocket takes humans into space by Lisa Grossman, June 2,
2020 at 10:43 am, Science News for Students, https://www.sciencenewsforstudents. org/article/

spacex-nasa-astronaut-space-launch-first-commercial-spaceflight/)
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(1) According to the article, ( )

A. SpaceX’s Crew Dragon took two Russian passengers to space.
B. the Falcon 9 rocket went around Earth and safely landed on ISS.

C. Doug Hurley was glad to be a part of the space mission in the U.S.

(2) According to the article, ( )

A. the last flight of a NASA space shuttle took place in the summer of 2011.

B. NASA had never used a private company for the development of spacecraft parts until

2014.

C. NASA didn’t spend any money to take over a private company.
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1. A. de-spair B. in-fect C. land-scape D. pre-fer
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( ) ( ) (k) ( ) ( ) (% ) happen next.
A. what B. no C. predict D. one E. might F. can
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What are ( ) ( ) k) ( ) ( ) (k) ?
A. materials B. make C. to D. plastic E. used F. the
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I ( ) ( ) % ) ( ) ( ) (% ) once.
A. my B. repaired C. must D. cellphone E. at F. have

4. FHROFRITERNRHET TH 5.
The cause of the ( ) ( ) (k) ( ) ( ) (% ) the police.
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The traffic jam ( ) ( ) %) ( ) ( ) (% ).
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IV. UTo&E (A) (B) Z@ik, MWDICEZMRSU,

(A)
Jeff talks to his Japanese friend, Miki.

Jeff : Hi, Miki. I need your help!

Miki : Oh. What can I do for you, Jeff?

Jeff : Look. I bought this rice cooker at a flea market in the park yesterday. The
problem is, the manual is written in Japanese! Can you read it for me?

Miki : Sure. Can I have a look at it? Oh, this is a very popular one. I'm sure you can

download the English manual on the maker’s website.

Jeff : Really? Thank you so much.

1. Why did Jeff ask Miki a favor?
A. Because she can read Japanese.
B. Because she is good at using the Internet.
C. Because she is an expert on home appliances.
D

. Because she can cook Japanese food.

2. How did Jeff get the cooker?
A. He bought it on the Internet.
B. It was a gift from Miki.
C. He found it at an outdoor market.

D. He imported it from Japan.

3. What will Jeff probably do?

A. He’ll wait for Miki to translate the manual.

B. He'll search for the English manual on the Internet.
C. He'll try using the cooker without the manual.
D

. He’ll ask someone else for help.



(B)

Margaret is talking with Ken about a destination for travel.

Margaret : Ken, have you ever been to Nikko?

Ken

: Yes. I went there with my parents last year.

Margaret : I'm planning to visit the area next year with my sister Kate. When is the best

Ken

time, would you say?
: I recommend you visit Nikko Toshogu Shrine in October or November. You can

enjoy the beautiful autumn leaves. But mind you, the area will be packed.

Margaret : Oh, it’s tempting, but I'd rather avoid the crowd.

1. What is Ken’s suggestion?

A.

B.
C.
D.

Margaret should visit Nikko in autumn.
Margaret shouldn’t go to a crowded place.
Margaret should have visited Nikko last year.

Margaret should join his family next year.

2. Which of the following is true?

A.

B
C.
D

Ken has never been to Nikko.

. Ken plans to visit Nikko next year.

Margaret doesn’t mind visiting crowded places.

. Margaret will travel with her sister next year.
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1. My brother is thinking of ( ) the club.

A. join B. to join C. joining D. to joining
2. Your success ( ) on how well you can prepare.

A. depends B. gets C. keeps D. puts
3. I want to help foreign students who are ( ) to learn Japanese.

A. blunt B. eager C. genetic D. wvicious
4. Tt goes ( ) saying that health is more important than wealth.

A. around B. off C. to D. without
5. 1( ) if you could come over tomorrow.

A. am sure B. believe C. guess D. wonder
6. Jane went to work in ( ) of her illness.

A. order B. charge C. commemoration D. spite
7. 1 clearly remember the day ( ) we first met.

A. what B. when C. why D. which
8. My aunt gave me ( ).

A. some advice B. some advices C. many advice D. many advices
9. The movie was really ( ). Within ten minutes, I fell asleep.

A. bore B. bored C. boring D. to bore
10. I'm hoping ( ) you again soon in Tokyo.

A. see B. to see C. seeing D. to seeing
11. Don’t tell others about the issue ( ) yesterday.

A. discusses B. discussed C. discussing D. to discuss
12. My cousin had ( ) furniture in his room.

A. a few B. a small C. little D. many
13. My mother gave up ( ) on her doctor’s suggestion.

A. smoking B. smoked C. smoker D. to smoke
14. We won’t go on a picnic tomorrow if it ( ) exceedingly hot.

A. 1s B. was C. were D. would be
15. If James ( ) us then, we would have failed.

A. doesn’t help B. won’t help C. hasn’t helped D. hadn’t helped
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