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Skill Performance Differences Between Japan and China

in the WorldSkills Competition
—A Comparison of Competitor Development and Training Systems and
Implications for WorldSkills Aichi 2028—
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Takuo Kikuchi

This study examines the performance differences between Japan and China in the WorldSkills Competition from
an institutional perspective. It compares competitor development and training systems from five perspectives: policy
linkage, talent identification and selection, training resource allocation, adaptation to international competition

standards and knowledge accumulation, and institutional feedback of competition outcomes. The analysis shows that
China links WorldSkills with vocational training, high-skilled talent policy, skills competitions, training bases,
research organizations, rewards, qualifications, and educational pathways. Japan has strengths in its National Skills

Competition, occupational committees, and cooperation among companies, schools, and industry organizations, but
its system remains relatively fragmented across occupations and institutions. The study suggests that Japan should
strengthen early talent identification and staged development, systematic accumulation and sharing of WorldSkills-

related knowledge, and links between competition outcomes and career pathways toward WorldSkills Aichi 2028.
Keywords: WorldSkills Competition, Vocational Education and Training, Competitor Development, Skill

Competition Performance, Institutional Comparison
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